VOL. 152, NO. 12

6 Index
8 Letters
84 Bing!

FIRST

11 Up Against the Cement Wall
The United States has a cement
shortage, but high tariffs and
hardening positions have kept
Mexican manufacturers at bay.
By TELIS DEMOS

12 By the Numbers

Are Chinese executives more
intelligent than their American
counterparts? A new survey says
that at least when it comes to
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emotional intelligence, they are. SHILT T ] g 1 HET
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14 Cobbling a Media Empire in Kabui TR

Saad Mohseni’s Tolo TV has

become one of the hottest stations
in Afghanistan. The mullahs aren’t
happy. By Eric ELLIs

16 Relax Your Way to Success

London businessmen are flocking to
a former media-exec-turned-hypnotist
who charges $265 an hour.

BY SHELLEY EMLING

18 Question Authority
Arun Sarin, CEO of Britain’s

Vodafone, on perception problems, FE ATURES

future growth, and the joy of watching

television on a mobile phone. 30 COVER STORIES / What's Next for Stocks Five questions every investor should
keep in mind, plus ten solid stocks poised to prosper. By JON BIRGER AND DAVID STIRES

BY JANET GUYON

22 Picture This

London’s Routemaster buses—the
‘iconic double-deckers—will soon be
making their final stops.

BY NELSON D. SCHWARTZ

24 This Just In

Will opposition from the United
States block a 1,600-mile natural gas 48 The European Paradox Europe’s economy may be lukewarm, but its
pipeline connecting Iran, Pakistan, stock markets are screaming—and primed for more growth. Here are six
and India? By SoNv4 FaT4H companies to bet on. By NELSoN D. SCHWARTZ
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48 The Paris Bourse, home of
the CAC 40, is one of several
European indexes that had

double-digit gains in 2005.
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56 Star Funds Seven winners that have proved their mettle in booms, busts—and
everything in between. By YUraL ROSENBERG

63 Cheers and Tears It was a relatively calm year on Wall Street. Even so, there were
some spectacular winners—and major flops. By EUGENL4 LEVENSON

65 Media Bubble Investors have fallen out of love with the American entertainment
conglomerates. What will it take to win them back? By DEVIN LEONARD

67 Meet the New Stock Cop The critics were sure that Securities and Exchange
Commission chairman Christopher Cox would be a disaster for investors. So far they've
been wrong. By NiCHOLAS VARCHAVER

72 The Rainwater Prophecy Billionaire investor Richard Rainwater can sense a big
opportunity coming. So why is he so worried? By OLIVER R~
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81 The Light Jet Age

Coming soon to an airstrip near
you: superlight jets starting at
around a million bucks. But which
planes will fly? Stuart F. Brown
checks out the new breed of small
wonders.

82 Diamonds in the Rough

83 Expert Testimony

Beverly Hills wine consultant Jeff
Smith offers five things that every
aspiring oenophile needs to know.
BY JULIA BOORSTIN

83 Auctions Come of Age
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